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The Garden of Late Bloomers

Patience - schools, families & teams

A neighborhood garden contest rewards the fastest growth—until alate-growing patch
changes therules.

Four reader parts. About 2—-4 minutes of reading, or 12—20 minutes with discussion and the closing activity.

Free preview booklet. Read together or pass. Home-print edition; this is not a bound-book order.
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READER 1/PASS THE STORY

The neighborhood garden contest began with identical seed packets and very different
ambitions. The twins measured their seedlings every morning. Noor painted a sign before
anything grew. Ben forgot which end of his plot faced the sun. By the third week, the twins
had a small green forest. Ben had three leaves and a suspiciously confident weed.

READER 2/ PASS THE STORY

At the weekly meeting, everyone reported a height. Ben considered reporting the weed.
Instead he said his plants were still small. Noor admitted that hers had wilted during a hot
afternoon. The twins explained how they had made a little shade screen. Nobody had asked
them to share the method before. They seemed pleased to be asked now.

PAUSE TOGETHER

What might Ben missif he removes his patch as soon as the contest ends?

There is no single right answer. Hear each other before continuing.
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READER 3/ PASS THE STORY

The contest ended in June. The twinswon, fairly and by a great distance. Ben congratul ated
them and nearly pulled up his patch. Then Noor noticed a tight bud among the leaves. They
decided to leave it alone for another week. Then another. In July, when the official ribbons
had faded, Ben’ sfirst flower opened while no judge was there to seeit.

READER 4 / PASS THE STORY

He sent a photograph to the garden group. The twins came over with water; Noor brought her
repaired sign. They stayed to look for more buds. Next year they kept the height prize,
because the twins still liked measuring things. They added a shared notebook for first
flowers, useful mistakes, and helpful neighbors. Ben entered his weed on the first page,
correctly labeled thistime.

Take a breath. Then turn the page for your conversation.
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After thelast line

1. When is a deadline useful, and when does it hide progress?
2. How did sharing a method change the competition?

3. What kind of progress deserves noticing in our group?

A SMALL THING TO DO TOGETHER

Each person may name one small thing they are learning. Celebrate effort without comparing
Speed or asking for a promise.

Host notes: Invite four readers, rotate in pairs, or let one person read it all. Listening and passing count.
Suggested for ages 8+ with a facilitator who has previewed the story. Discuss the characters rather than your own
life whenever you prefer.

More stories: yarnfire.com/gathering-stories
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